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questions pertaining to buildings and grounds they would make the superintendent 
responsible for the initial action and leave the executive action in each of the five func- 
tions to the board of education. 

The lay group would make the superintendent responsible for supervision of 
instruction and would make the board of education responsible for the appointment 
transfer, and dismissal of all workers connected solely with the material side of the 
school plant, for all functions pertaining to buildings and grounds, and for the taking 
of the census. For all other functions they would place the power of official initiative 
in the office of superintendent, but differ as to the approval of administrative acts 
[p. 119]. 

A final chapter presents an outline of the author's conception of the 
relationship that should obtain between the superintendent and board and 
between both these and other school officers. The specific powers and duties 
belonging to each are given in detail. The outline, which does not include 
many new suggestions as to administrative practice, probably reflects the best 
thought and practice as these are now generally understood. 

The study has evidently been made with care and constitutes a valuable 
contribution to the literature of school administration. 

N. B. Henry 



Freshman instruction in grammar, composition, and literature. — There are 
two schools of thought concerning the proper relationship between composi- 
tion and literature in a course of study. Undoubtedly the rigid separation of 
the two, long the practice of most college courses, is gaining favor in the second- 
ary schools. To many, such rigid separation seems a misfortune. Under 
skilful teaching, theoretically at least, pupils should constantly gain from the 
study of good literature, the models having a more or less direct effect upon 
their own writing and speaking. At any rate, this is the teaching theory which 
underlies a new book 1 of college P'reshman rhetoric. The author says "almost 
no book mingles in anything like the right proportions the study of typical 
mistakes in grammar, the elements of rhetoric and English style, and the study 
of our great classics" (p. iv). 

In twenty-one chapters, ranging from "First Steps in Composition" to 
"How to Appreciate Poetry," Professor White presents what has evidently 
been his own course of Freshman English. The book does not seem too difficult 
to be used as a text in the senior high school. One can readily think of high- 
school classes which might much more profitably spend a semester on the 
material of this book than upon the " Conciliation Speech" or similarly difficult 
and remote literature. The present writer knows no book that would be more 
suitable as a text for a group of high-school Seniors who will finish their educa- 
tion with the twelfth grade. 

R. L. Lyman 

• Henry Adelbert White, English Study and English Writing. Boston: D. C. 
Heath & Co., 1922. Pp. 336. 



